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NARAL Pro-Choice Texas
Foundation is a proud member
of Community Shares of
Texas. To learn more about
donating to NPCT Foundation
through workplace giving, visit
www.communitysharestx.org or
call (800) TX-SHARE.

NARAL Pro-Choice Texas Foundation releases 2008 rep

ort

“Taxpayer-Funded Crisis Pregnancy Centers in Texas: A
Hidden Threat to Women’s Health”

“Taxpayer-Funded
Crisis Pregnancy
Centers in Texas: A
Hidden Threat to
Women'’s Health ”
provides an over-
view of what a crisis
pregnancy center
(CPC) is and what it
isn’'t, why public
funding for its ser-
vices is controver-
sial and detrimental
to the health of Texas women, and why
Texans should be seriously concerned
about the lack of accountability and regula-
tion in the use of millions of dollars of tax-
payer money.

This report examines and answers the follow-
ing questions with regard to the taxpayer-
funded “Alternatives to Abortion” program and
its contractor, the Texas Pregnancy Care Net-
work (TPCN):

1. Does the TPCN meet self-identified
goals?

No.

A close look reveals the TPCN did not come
close to reaching self-identified projected
goals. For example, the TPCN failed to meet
their projected goal of “clients served” by more
than 35% in the first two fiscal years (FY 06
and FY 07) of the contract. Over the first two
fiscal years, the entire statewide TPCN net-
work served an average of 127 women per
month at a cost of more than $3 million. As-
suming there are twenty workdays per month,
the entire TPCN network reached about six
women per day statewide.

2. Is the TPCN an efficient public structure?
No.

By any reasonable standard of service delivery
competence, the TPCN contract is grossly

inefficient and wasteful. Under the contract, the
state of Texas is paying the TPCN almost $1.4
million (44% of all funds) in administrative fees

On April 16, NARAL Pro-Choice Texas Foundation hosted a legislative briefing
at the Texas Capitol to provide an overview of our new CPC report

and passing
through almost $1.8
million (56% of all
funds) to service
providers (pre-

| existing local or-
ganizations that
were already pro-
viding services to
women long before
TPCN was cre-
ated). For every $1
that is passed
through the TPCN to a local service provider,
Texas taxpayers are paying the TPCN over
$.44 — almost half - in overhead!

-

3. Does the TPCN, acting as a public struc-
ture to assist pregnant women, offer recom-
mended services to prepare Texas women
for a healthy birth and raising healthy chil-
dren?

No.

In contrast to services recommended by main-
stream, non-controversial organizations such
as the American College of Obstetricians and
Gynecologists and National Association of
Social Workers, the TPCN does not offer, and
is not required to offer, recommended services
for pregnant women. These services include
licensed medical services, licensed counseling
and support, or (with the exception of maternity
homes) significant material assistance, such as
cash, housing, or transportation assistance.

The Texas “Alternatives to Abortion” pro-
gram fails to consistently deliver recom-
mended services for pregnant women.

Texas women and families deserve a
higher standard of care than the TPCN and
its CPC partners are designed to provide.

Furthermore, hardworking Texas taxpay-
ers deserve to know their multi-million
dollar investment is justified by efficient
and beneficial public structures.
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Letter from the Executive Director

Dear friends,

Ever have one of those weeks? You know the kind... on Sunday the office water

heater springs a leak, turning your workplace into the Atchafalaya swamp

(complete with smell) and ruining technical equipment, boxes of reports, large-

scale posters, reams of paper... On Tuesday, your phone lines go down, and on

Wednesday the National office endorses one candidate over another, prompting

many of your most steadfast supporters to threaten to withdraw their support be-
cause of a decision made in Washington, DC that your office didn't—and legally can't—have anything
to do with. As if that weren’t enough, on Thursday you learn that your neighbor to the north, Okla-
homa, has passed a bill mandating that women receive compulsory vaginal ultrasounds prior to abor-
tions (I cannot think of a more literal or offensive example of a few extreme lawmakers inserting
themselves into decisions concerning women's bodies and lives), which paves the way for extreme
legislators in Texas to try the same. Honestly, it's enough to beat a girl down.

Then it happens. You get one call, then another, then an email, then a fax. You start to hear back
from your long-time supporters and you see the glimmer way back up there at ground level. When |
started this position, | was fired up! | heard other women around me talk about how the years of
fighting for our rights were wearing them down, and although | sympathized, | was still the hare, not
the tortoise. Now, after a little over a year, | see that there’s a lot to be said for being the tortoise.
I've learned that there will be weeks, months, entire legislative sessions even, during which we will
take two steps forward and one back. However, this I'll proudly say: We are supporterso  f repro-
ductive rights and if there’s one thing we know how to do, it's pull ourselves up by our boot-
straps, dust ourselves off, and continue to work ha rd for our cause. I'm okay with the week |
just had because | know that no one fights harder, for longer, or with more passion than our support-
ers, and no one can take a hit like we do and still keep swinging.

NARAL Pro-Choice Texas has taken a hit this week, and now, more than ever, we need your sup-
port. Our little office has some rebuilding to do and we can’t do it without your help. If you haven't
done so before, please consider joining Sarah’s Circle, our monthly giving program. These funds are
so critical to our day-to-day operations. Or consider sending a larger gift than before. We recognize
that in election years, there are many hands out, but know that no matter who is elected, we're

here to stay, working hard to make the fullrange 0 f reproductive options available to ALL

Texas women . We pledge to continue the fight day in and day out, but we need you to have our
backs. You're our lifeblood of our organization... please, please help us through this one so we can
fight another day! We will all reap the benefits.

Fight on,

Sara S. Cleveland
Executive Director

NARAL Pro-Choice Texas Issues a Re-
sponse to NARAL Pro-Choice America’s
Endorsement of Senator Barack Obama

As NARAL Pro-Choice Texas does not have a federal PAC, our state affiliate is only able to partici-
pate in statewide campaigns, not national ones (such as presidential or congressional races).
NARAL Pro-Choice America's Political Action Committee is the only NARAL entity authorized to
make federal endorsements. Following the decision to endorse, NARAL Pro-Choice America PAC is
obligated to inform the 501(c)(4) board and other constituencies—including state affiliates such as
NARAL Pro-Choice Texas. There is no consultation role for the affiliate net ~ work in the federal
endorsement process.

If you have questions regarding NARAL Pro-Choice America PAC's endorsement of Sen. Barack
Obama, please call (202) 530-4179.

To read the complete statement issued by NARAL Pro-Choice Texas on May 15, please visit
www.prochoicetexas.org/news/press.shtml
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Pro-Life” vs. “Pro-Choice
By Jamie Doak, Intern 1
earning a one-way ticket to hell. That fear
Until about a month be- breeds the ignorance that makes up the “pro-
fore | started working as  ife” movement: ignorance of the true goals of
an intern at NARAL Pro-  the pro-choice movement, ignorance of sex, () 1. % !
Choice Texas, | consid- ignorance of prevention, ignorance of choices, !
ered myself “pro-life.” ignorance of the complexities surrounding re- 2 )
Like many Christian “pro-  productive heath issues. 3 (%
lifers” | had been raised to believe that the $%( 1% $
pro-choice movement was advocating using  If Christian “pro-lifers” knew that the pro-choice $ *
abortion as a contraceptive and that in order  movement was making birth control and con-
to preserve the life and health of women and  traception more affordable, accessible and $ 11%)
children the only morally acceptable political  available; if they knew that the pro-choice % | (
affiliation was “pro-life.” However, | first be- movement was supporting comprehensive sex 41 '
gan to question the refusal of the “pro-life” education in public schools and reducing the | )
movement to support comprehensive sex teen pregnancy and STI rates; if they knew that . :
education, then their aversion to helping the pro-choice movement was lobbying for C )
women find accessible, affordable birth con- affordable daycare centers, better pre- and
trol. | became disgusted at the constant at- post-natal care and other tangible ways to help ! ) !
tempts to deceive and lie to women seeking apprehensive mothers have their children; if % (!
abortions and the efforts to demonize women  they knew that the pro-choice movement was & ) 1 *5))
who had made the difficult decision to have fighting to keep abortion legal to save women !
one. | no longer wanted to be associated from illegal, dangerous, life-threatening proce- ) I
with being “pro-life” and decided it was time dures; if they knew that the pro-choice move- $ | 1>
for something different. ment was supporting women, children and their ) %+
) ) ) health holistically, using effective methods to Y+ 8 I 6
| applied for an internship at NARAL Pro- prevent unintended pregnancy, offering viable . '
Choice Texas hoping to learn more about the  alternatives to abortion and thereby more suc-
pro-choice movement, gain experience work-  cessfully decreasing the number of abortions . $ I
ing with a non-profit and work on reproduc- than the “pro-life” movement, there would be I |
tive health issues. If every Christian “pro- more pro-choice Christians. | R
lifer” had the opportunity to experience my $' o
internship, there wouldn’t be so many Chris-  I'm so glad that | had the opportunity to intern .
tian “pro-lifers.” Political talking heads have for NARAL Pro-Choice Texas and learn what
done an amazing job at demonizing the pro-  being pro-choice really means. Now, if only . $ ) !
choice movement. Good Christian girls and Pat Robertson could have interned for NARAL ! +
boys can't even go near it without the fear of ~ Pro-Choice Texas as a teenager... ( $
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EFindEC.org... Coming
gto a City Near You!

E By Morgan Lidey, Intern

Announcing the Healthy Women,
Healthy Families Campaign

By Shane Trawick, Intern

The reproductive rights movement has long been a political one, striving for
success on both electoral and legislative fronts. However, our successes
should not blind us to one of the challenges facing the movement for repro-
ductive rights: too often, the stories of real women are lost in the political
mire. The launch of the Healthy Women, Healthy Families (HWHF) coali-
tion project is our response to this challenge.

E Last fall, NPCT Foundation teamed up with 40

B women and men across Texas to launch an investi-
B gation of access to emergency contraception, birth
B control taken after sex. Volunteers contacted nearly
B 800 Houston pharmacies, clinics, and hospitals to

8 publicize the fact that despite FDA approval, women
@ continue to face challenges in Plan B® access simi-
g lar to those faced before its approval. Challenges

g faced by women include:

HWHF is a collaborative storytelling project. The project is designed to
assess the reproductive health needs of Texas women while also highlight-
ing the personal stories of women seeking reproductive healthcare and
social services. Coalition partners across Texas will survey their members
and collect stories from women about their healthcare experiences. Survey
results will be presented as a comprehensive report to legislators, media,
and the public articulating public policy requests for reproductive health-
care. HWHF encourages participation from a diverse array of coalition
partners. The project strives to bridge the gap between advocacy groups,
service providers, and organizations working with women whose voices are
most often overlooked, underrepresented, or silenced.

- lack of knowledge about EC and its effective-
ness

- price barriers
- locations of stores that stock EC

- political interference by extremists who oppose
birth control, including pharmacists who refuse
to dispense EC, even to survivors of sexual

assault In less than 6 months, we will have the opportunity to address women'’s

reproductive health needs in Texas during the 2009 legislative session —
where lawmakers hold the key to women'’s reproductive health services. In
preparation, we are asking you to share with us what you and your family
need so we can share those needs with our legislators. Given the real
needs of Texas women and our families, we hope our lawmakers will put
the most controversial aspects of women'’s health on the back burner and
start focusing on delivering commonsense, common-ground services to the
sisters, mothers and daughters of Texas! The survey will be available on
the NPCT website starting in June and we hope you will take this opportu-
nity to share your story with us.

B Based on the data collected for Houston, NPCT
B Foundation launched the website www.FindEC.org
B that allows any woman in the Houston or Austin
- . .
g area to type in her address and find the closest
8 pharmacy that distributes EC, along with the price

g and that pharmacy’s distribution policies.

g With the website receiving over 800 hits per day
8 NARAL has decided to extend this project to

B San Antonio and El Paso. We are inviting new
B and former volunteers to join the NARAL team to
g extend this website resource to women in the

g San Antonio and El Paso areas.

B If you are interested in helping us call pharmacies,

g clinics, and hospitals in San Antonio and El Paso,

o please contact Morgan at

g morgan@prochoicetexas.org.
foooooONONONNNNNNNNNNNNNNONONONoNNnNnNananna

KVqunteer Spotlight: Leashya

By Sarah Godner, Intern

35-year-old Leashya is a writer who lives in Austin with her hus- For Leashya, reproductive freedom is
band and teenage daughter. Leashya moved to Austin from immensely important because she be-
northern Nevada about two years ago, and she really appreci- lieves that “without reproductive free-
ates the supportive artistic community that exists in our capital dom, women are slaves.” NPCT'’s work
city. has a personal dimension for Leashya: ‘I

became a mother at the age of sixteen.
Leashya first got involved with NPCT when she volunteered to My daughter is now eighteen and we are both pro-choice.” She
work at our booth at the Travis County Democratic Convention. continues, “A person's right to control what happens to their own
At the convention, Leashya “really enjoyed the supportive atti- body is one that should never be compromised. | was raised in a
tudes of the people who visited the booth [and] the diversity of fundamentalist religion, which taught that women are here on
the supporters.” She also remarked on “the number of menwho  earth to breed, essentially. | know that women have much more to
visited the booth and even purchased t-shirts for themselves!” offer than just incubatory wombs.”

It's easy to become a NARAL Pro-Choice Texas volunt  eer... just visit www.prochoicetexas.org _ and click on the
“Get Involved” link!
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